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testimony was warmly decisive. The whole subject was con-clusively digested in a pamphlet by Mr. P. Benson Maxwell, who had examined the evidence on the spot and who has since achieved a high reputation on the Indian bench, and his refutation of the charge brought against the Government and its agents gave Lord Stratford real pleasure. "Your 12July lordship is probably aware," wrote Mr. Maxwell, " that in common with every other person directly or indirectly connected with the Eastern expedition, you have had an abundant share of abuse. Your name must therefore have found its way into the pages which dealt with that expedition ; but happily very few words suffice to shew the absurdity of the outcry which was raised against you by people who were in so excited a state as to cry out against everybody without the slightest discrimination." In acknowledging the letter and pamphlet Lord Stratford said, " I thought from the first that there was great exaggeration in the attacks directed with so much systematic virulence against the Government and its agents for the shortcomings and sufferings of our share in the war, and particularly that a large measure of injustice was dealt out against the Duke of Newcastle. It gives me a proportionate amount of pleasure to find that a man of your ability, character, and opportunities, actuated by a regard for truth and a spirit of fairness, has ventured even at the eleventh hour to unseal the eyes of the public and to expose its mis-leaders. As for the splinters which a discharge of so much vituperation has struck off to my disparagement, they have never given me any serious annoyance. . . . Your testimony on this occasicn comes in aid of my creed [that the truth will always be established in time] and, however incomplete, is deserving of my gratitude. The rest will come, if it has not already come, in due season from other sources. But I am too little given to display and too much below my own standard to wonder at being sometimes wrongly or imperfectly understood." It is only fair to acid that the Times came to see its error, and one who had the best authority for speaking in the name of the paper assured me of its absolute retractation of the charges which had been advanced in a period of
popular excitement.
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